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The Ori — the map of your destiny on Earth

Ori is your personal Orisa and must be propiated regularly and kept cool.
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Introduction

In Yoruba spirituality, Ori—literally "head", is far more than the physical head; it is the inner
divine spark, the seat of personal destiny, and the guiding force of a person's life. Ori is the first
and most important Orisa, for it determines the path, blessings, and challenges an individual will
experience on Earth. Before birth, every soul travels to Qrun (the spiritual realm) to choose and
receive its destiny in a sacred process that unfolds in three stages: Akunléyan (what one kneels
to choose), the deliberate selection of life's path; Akunlégba (what one kneels to receive), the
divine confirmation and sealing of that choice by Olédumaré (the Supreme Being); and Ayanmo
(that which is affixed), the unchangeable core of destiny that remains constant throughout life.
To honor and align with Ori is to align with the very blueprint of one's existence, ensuring that
destiny unfolds in harmony with both spiritual purpose and earthly experience.

Oranmila serves as Elérii ipin (witness to destiny) and plays a pivotal role at every stage of the
destiny process. However, his involvement shifts depending on whether the soul is still in Qrun
(before birth) or Ayé (after birth).

1. Akunléyan — What One Kneels to Choose

This is the first stage of destiny formation, when the soul

>He Lo _ AKUNLEYAN
kneels before Olédumare in Orun to deliberately choose the Chosen destiny
life it will live in Ayé. Here, the soul decides its path, purpose, GET L Uiy
. . . ) AKUNLEGBA
and the lessons it must learn, including both blessings and Tiagsivied 4esiny
trials. It is a sacred moment of free will, guided by divine
awareness and spiritual counsel. AYANMO
Fixed destiny

2. Akunlégba — What One Kneels to Receive

Once the choice is made, it is presented to Olédumare for approval. In this stage, the Creator
grants or confirms the destiny, aligning it with cosmic order. Akinlégba is the point where
the chosen path becomes officially "received" and sealed for earthly manifestation, though
it can still be influenced by character (iwa), spiritual discipline, and ritual alignment.

3. Ayanmo - That Which is Affixed

This is the immutable portion of destiny, the permanent core that no human action, prayer,
or ritual can change. It includes fixed life circumstances such as certain family ties, spiritual
nature, and the inevitability of death. While it cannot be altered, it can be navigated with
wisdom, acceptance, and alignment to maximize the blessings it contains.
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Ajala Mopin - the potter of Orun (the spiritual realm)

In Yorubd cosmology, Ajala Mopin is a mythic figure central to the understanding of Ori and
destiny. He is described as the potter of Qrun (the spiritual realm), tasked with molding the
physical and spiritual “head” (ori ind, the inner head) that each soul will carry into earthly life.
Working under the authority of Olédumare, Ajala Mdpin shapes countless Ori from clay, each
one unique. After the molding is complete, the soul selects its Ori from Ajala Moépin’s creations
before proceeding to choose its destiny.

Ajala Mopin’s workshop represents the pre-birth
preparation stage, where the vessel for a soul’s
life experience is crafted. The quality of the Ori
varies, reflecting both the skill of the potter and
the soul’s own spiritual choice. Some oral
traditions describe Ajala Modpin as somewhat
careless, producing Ori of different strengths and
flaws. This variation is symbolic of the reality that
people are born into different life conditions—
some easier, some more challenging—and part
of human purpose is to work with whatever |
“vessel” one has been given.

In the destiny process, Ajala Mépin’s role comes
before the three key stages: Akanléyan (what
one kneels to choose), where the soul selects its
life path; Akanlégba (what one kneels to receive),
when Olédumaré confirms the choice; and
Ayanmao (that which is affixed), the permanent
sealing of the destiny. The Ori chosen from Ajala
Mopin’s work becomes the personal and spiritual
foundation upon which all these stages rest.

The moral and spiritual lesson in Ajala Mopin’s story is that no one chooses their Ori without
purpose. Even if the Ori has perceived flaws, the power of iwa pelé (good character), the
observance of proper rituals, and strong alignment with one’s spiritual support system can draw
out its highest potential. This teaching reinforces the belief that while life’s circumstances may
be fixed in certain ways, how a person lives and fulfills their destiny depends on their relationship
with Ori and their commitment to spiritual alignment.
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Finding the right balance: Easy versus Difficult life

When a soul in Qrun selects an Akudnléyan (its chosen life path), an easy and comfortable
existence may seem appealing. However, in Yoruba spiritual understanding, such a choice is
rarely ideal for the growth of the soul. A life without significant challenges often slows the Iwa-
Pele (gentle, balanced, and righteous character) evolution of the individual. Without the friction
of hardship, there are fewer opportunities to develop the virtues that refine a soul across
lifetimes, such as resilience, patience, empathy, and moral discernment.

Slower Evolution of the Soul

Difficulties, though unpleasant, act as a forge for spiritual maturity. When life flows too smoothly,
the Ori may never be pushed to deepen its understanding or stretch its capacity for compassion.
Comfort can create complacency, leading to a slow pace of spiritual advancement. In this way,
an “easy” Akunléyan can delay the soul’s journey toward greater alighment with Olédumaré’s
divine order.

Higher risks of Devolution of the Soul

In the most extreme cases, a life of luxury and privilege without moral guidance can lead to
spiritual devolution, a regression in character. A person born into wealth and constant ease may
never face the conditions that teach empathy for others, patience in adversity, or the ability to
recognize and uphold what is right. Without such moral trials, the person may fall prey to
arrogance, entitlement, and selfishness, drifting farther from the balanced character that the soul
is meant to cultivate.

The Importance of Challenges

Yoruba teachings view life’s challenges not as punishments, but as carefully chosen tests that
help a soul fulfill its Ayanma (fixed destiny). A balanced Akunléyan often includes both blessings
and obstacles, ensuring that the individual can experience joy and comfort, but also hardship and
growth. Souls that deliberately choose a more challenging path often evolve more quickly, as
they learn to overcome limitations, act with compassion, and embody iwa-Pélé even in the face
of adversity.

“Ti a ba rin ni aini idéna, a maa rin I6ju ofa.
Kiakia I6hun gbogbo n bajé.”
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If we walk without obstacles, we may walk straight into danger.
When things come too easily, they spoil quickly.

The Ogunda Osa verse warns that a path without resistance is not always safe. Struggle and
resistance sharpen awareness, build strength, and protect the soul from the moral decay that
can come from living without trials. In the context of destiny, it reinforces the understanding that
a more challenging Akunléyan helps ensure that the soul grows, rather than stagnates or
declines.

In Yoruba thought, a soul may deliberately choose a challenging akunléyan for reasons deeply
rooted in spiritual growth, service, and the fulfillment of a higher purpose. One of the most
common motivations is the pursuit of spiritual advancement. Just as intense training
strengthens the body, difficult life circumstances refine the soul. A person may select trials such
as illness, poverty, betrayal, or loss to cultivate virtues like patience, resilience, humility, and
compassion. These challenges are seen as sacred tests that accelerate spiritual maturity and
prepare the soul for higher roles in Qrun after the present life.

Another reason is ancestral balancing and healing. Some souls take on hardship to repay
ancestral debts (ese) or to heal unresolved family patterns. In such cases, a person's struggles
may be linked to agreements made in Orun before birth to restore balance to their lineage. This
can involve living a life of service, sacrifice, or moral discipline as a way of correcting past harm
caused by the family. Ifa readings often reveal that certain hardships are not random misfortunes
but intentional ancestral commitments.

Service to others is another powerful motive. Certain souls, known as destiny-helpers
(akunléyan aldse), may choose to endure hardship so they can guide, inspire, or protect others.
A healer, for example, might experience illness early in life to develop empathy and later use that
insight to treat and comfort others. Leaders, teachers, and reformers often walk difficult paths
so that their experiences can directly inform the changes they bring to their communities.

Challenging destinies can also be chosen as a form of correction for past-life choices. If a soul
misused its gifts or failed to complete its mission in a previous incarnation, it may choose a more
demanding path in this life as a form of cosmic rebalancing. This is not punishment, but an
opportunity to resolve spiritual imbalances (idilé orun) and progress toward wholeness.

Finally, some souls accept a difficult akinléyan as preparation for higher roles in Qrun. After
their earthly life, they may be destined to serve as spiritual guides, protectors, or advisors, and
firsthand knowledge of human struggle makes them more effective in these roles.

From the If4 perspective, no challenge is chosen without purpose. Qrunmila, as Elérii ipin
(Witness to Destiny), ensures that even the hardest akunléyan contains hidden blessings (ire).
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Through divination, Ifa can reveal the strategies, sacrifices, and character adjustments needed to
navigate these challenges so they become paths to growth rather than sources of defeat.

In Yoruba belief, during the Akunlégba (2"? stage), the moment when a soul presents its chosen
destiny (akunléyan) to Olédumare for approval, the Creator may reject or modify the choice if it
does not align with divine order, balance, or the soul's ultimate purpose. This stage is not meant
to punish but to ensure that the destiny will truly serve the soul's growth and contribute
positively to the harmony of existence.

One reason Oléodumare might reject a chosen destiny is if it is excessively burdensome or
harmful. Sometimes, a soul may select a path filled with challenges in the hope of accelerating
spiritual growth. Still, if the suffering would overwhelm rather than strengthen the soul, or risk
cutting the life short before its mission is fulfilled, Olédumaré may refuse it. In such cases, the
Creator acts out of compassion, ensuring that difficulty does not become destructive.

Another reason for rejection is if the choice conflicts with cosmic order. Olédumare is the keeper
of orun ayé ibasepo, the sacred harmony between the spiritual and physical worlds. A destiny
that would cause widespread harm, injustice, or imbalance in the community cannot be
approved. Similarly, if the soul's chosen path repeats a failed past-life pattern, one in which the
soul was unprepared or misused its gifts, Olddumare may redirect it toward a new, more
constructive path.

Destiny can also be rejected if it lies outside the soul's current spiritual capacity. Every soul
carries unique ase (spiritual authority) and inherent gifts. Choosing a life mission that requires
abilities the soul does not yet possess could lead to wasted potential or misuse of power.
Olédumare instead aligns the destiny with the soul's readiness so it can succeed in its mission.

Finally, because all destinies are interconnected, a soul's choice may be turned down if it
interferes with another soul's sacred mission. Olédumare ensures that destinies complement
rather than conflict with each other, preserving the intricate web of divine purpose.

From the Ifa perspective, Qrunmila, as Elérii ipin (Witness to Destiny), plays an essential role
during this stage, offering counsel before the soul stands before Olédumare. If adjustments are
needed, Qrinmila helps refine the destiny so it meets divine approval. In this way, dktnlégba is
seen as a stage of mercy and divine wisdom, allowing for corrections that keep the soul's journey
aligned with both personal growth and cosmic balance.
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In Yoruba thought, Ayanmo, the fixed, unchangeable portion of destiny, cannot be altered, but
it can be lived skillfully so that life is fulfilling and spiritually successful. Once this core is set, the
aim is not to resist it, but to align with it, work within its boundaries, and draw out its hidden
blessings.

One of the most important ways to do this is by honoring and strengthening your Ori, the
executor of your destiny. Even when ayanmo is fixed, a strong, well-aligned Ori can guide you
through its challenges with grace. Regular offerings (ebg) to Ori, such as clean water, kola nut,
or dawn prayers, help maintain this connection. Ifa divination can also reveal the specific rituals
or taboos (eéwo) that keep you in harmony with your Ori.

Living with Ilwa Peélé (good character) is another essential principle. Ifd teaches that good
character is the foundation of a good life. While you cannot change the events set by ayanmo,
you can shape your experience through your responses. Patience, humility, kindness, and
integrity can turn difficult circumstances into opportunities for honor, trust, and growth.

Wisdom also plays a vital role in working around limitations. A fixed destiny does not mean a
fixed experience. Through Ifa guidance, you can learn which aspects of life are flexible and make
choices, such as nurturing healthier relationships, building new skills, or moving to supportive
environments that improve the quality of your journey.

Another key to living fully within ayanmo is cultivating your ase (spiritual power). The more you
build this life-force through prayer, study, ritual, and acts of service, the more effective you
become at manifesting the best outcomes possible within your destiny. Disciplined spiritual
practice, whether through Orisa devotion, ancestor veneration, or meditation, is essential to this
process.

Regular Ifa divination keeps you aligned with your destiny. It acts as a map, showing when you
are walking in harmony with your ayanmo and when you have drifted from it. Divination can also
reveal when sacrifice or lifestyle changes are needed to avoid unnecessary hardship.

Challenges within ayanmo should be seen as opportunities for transformation. lliness can
cultivate compassion, loss can build resilience, and responsibility can strengthen leadership.
Embracing these experiences as part of your spiritual curriculum allows you to fulfill the deeper
purpose behind your destiny.

Finally, in Yoruba belief, life's worth is measured by what you contribute to others. Serving your
community and using your gifts to uplift others brings your ayanmo into harmony with cosmic
order, ensuring blessings both in this life and in Orun. If4 reminds us that ayanmo is like the frame
of a drum; its shape cannot change, but the skin can be tuned to produce beautiful music. By
aligning with your Ori, cultivating good character, and acting with wisdom, you can make the
most of your destiny and leave the world better than you found it.
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The roles of Guardian Orisa, Egtn (Ancestors), and Egbé Orun

In Yoruba spirituality, your Ori is the ultimate determinant of your destiny, but it does not work
in isolation. Your Guardian Orisa, your Egun (Ancestors), and your Egbé Orun (celestial soul
group) all play vital, interconnected roles in supporting, guiding, and sometimes challenging your
Ori to ensure you fulfill your life's purpose. Each acts as an ally or coach with its own sphere of
influence, working together to help your Ori carry out the destiny you chose before birth.

Your Guardian Orisa is the divinely assigned spiritual force most closely aligned with your Ori and
life mission. This Orisa acts as a mentor, protector, and enforcer of your destiny's positive
unfolding. Through dreams, intuition, and Ifa divination, they offer guidance to keep you on your
path and open the right doors at the right times. They can also block harmful influences, whether
physical, spiritual, or emotional, that might derail you. However, the Guardian Orisa will always
defer to Ori's authority. If Ori chooses a certain experience, even a challenging one, the Orisa's
role is to help you navigate it rather than remove it entirely.

Your ancestors form a network of guidance and protection around your Ori. They pass down not
only blessings but also lessons (wisdom) learned from their own successes and mistakes. Through
ritual offerings and ancestor veneration, you maintain a strong bond with them, allowing their
wisdom to flow into your life. In many cases, they clear unseen obstacles or intercede on your
behalf in Orun to help your Ori fulfill its mission. However, ancestors can also press for
unresolved ancestral debts to be repaid, meaning some life challenges may be linked to family
lineage agreements made before your birth.

Your Egbé OQrun is your spiritual peer group in Orun, often sharing similar missions, qualities, or
elemental alignments. This group influences your Ori by providing unseen companionship,
inspiration, and support, especially during major life transitions. Members of your Egbé may act
as protectors, dream messengers, or motivators, reminding you of the spiritual commitments
you made before birth. They can also call you back into alighment when you drift from your
chosen path, sometimes through subtle signs, sometimes through life events that force you to
remember who you truly are. Your astral twin is the part of you that remained in Orun (heaven).

While each has a distinct role, all three operate in service to Ori because, in Yoruba cosmology,
even the Orisa themselves cannot overrule Ori's chosen destiny. Instead, they help you live it in
the most beneficial, aligned, and empowered way possible.
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Relationship Between Iponri (higher self) and Apara-inu

In Yoruba cosmology, iponriis the highest spiritual essence of a person—the celestial counterpart
of the Ori that remains in Qrun (the spiritual realm) while the earthly self (Ori Ayé) journeys
through life. It is the pure, unblemished aspect of the self that never leaves divine presence and
serves as the eternal anchor of destiny.

Apéara-inu, on the other hand, is the innermost 5

moral and emotional core within the human being er

while living in Ayé (the earthly realm). It governs a :

person’s intentions, sincerity, and the true

alignment of actions with moral values. fponri -
(Higher, ¢

Pre-Incarnate’ @y
Self)

The Connection

o Spiritual Alignment: Apara-Inu acts like a
receptor for Iponri’s guidance. When Apara-
Inu is pure, calm, and centered in lwa-Pélé
(gentle, noble character), it can better “hear”
and follow the direction of Iponri.

e Moral Conduit: Iponri holds the divine
blueprint of destiny, but it is Apara-Inu that
translates that blueprint into daily moral \
choices. If Apara-Inu is clouded by selfishness 1 o
or vice, the guidance from lponri can be '1 .
ignored or distorted. Apara-Ini

o Destiny Fulfillment: A  harmonious (Inner Moral-Spiritual

. . NI S, Consciousness)
relationship between Apara-Inu and Iponri
ensures that destiny is not only fulfilled, but
fulfilled in a way that uplifts the soul and the community.

i
i

When Apéra-Inu is clouded by poor character (iwd buburt), unresolved
trauma, or negative influences, the flow from Iponri becomes
weakened. Conversely, when Apara-Inu is clear through Iwa-Pélé (good
character), the light and wisdom of Iponri flow freely.

Analogy

You might think of Iponri as the sun (constant, radiant, divine), and
Apara-Inu as the window through which that sunlight enters your life.

If the window is clean and open, the light fills the room. If it is dirty or
blocked, the light still exists, but its warmth and clarity are diminished.
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Iponri - Your higher self in Orun

n u

o Ipd - “position,” “place,” or “state of being.”
e Ori—"head,” which in spiritual terms refers to the personal divinity, inner
consciousness, and destiny chosen before birth.

Thus, Iponri literally means “the highest place of the Ori” or “the upper station of the head.” It
refers to the spiritual counterpart of your Ori that remains in Orun (the heavenly realm) while
you live in Ayé (the earthly realm). This higher self is the eternal, uncorrupted aspect of your
being that witnesses your life and remains in perfect alignment with the destiny you chose before
birth.

In Yorubd belief, the iponri is the purest expression of who you are meant to be. While your
earthly Ori (Ori Ayé) navigates life’s challenges, your Iponri (Ori Orun) holds the perfect blueprint
of your destiny (akunleyan, akunlégba, and ayanmo). Maintaining alignment between your Ori
Ayé and Iponri ensures a smoother, more fulfilling life path. Misalignment, through poor choices,
neglect of spiritual duties, or violation of taboos (ééwo), creates blockages that Ifa divination can
help reveal and correct.

Cultivating lwa-Pélé is one of the surest ways to stay connected to Iponri. Since Iponri is a state
of moral and spiritual perfection, good character keeps your earthly self in harmony with that
higher self. This harmony strengthens your Ori’s guidance, attracts blessings, and shields you
from misfortune. Without iwa-Peéle, the link between Ori Ayé and iponri weakens, making it
harder to fulfill your life’s purpose.

Yoruba tradition includes specific offerings and prayers to honor Iponri. Common practices
include:

o Offering pure water, kola nuts, and white food items at dawn.

o Speaking directly to your Ori, invoking your Iponri to guide and protect you.

e Seeking Ifa’s direction when facing difficult choices, to ensure alignment with your
higher path.
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Apara-Iinu — Your Conscience (what is in your heart)

The Yorubd term Apara-inu is a compound word with two main parts:

1. Apara — derived from dapdrd, meaning a link, bridge, or connector between two points.
It can also mean something that channels or conveys an essence. In spiritual contexts, it
refers to a subtle pathway or link between different aspects of the self.

2. Inu — literally “inside” or “within,” referring to the inner self, heart, mind, or emotional-
spiritual core.

In the context of the Ori and Iwa-Pél¢, Apara-inu describes the internal spiritual bridge linking a
person’s emotional-spiritual core (heart, conscience, inner mind) with their seat of awareness
(forehead) and ultimately to Iponri. It is this “inner pathway” through which moral intention,
empathy, and alignment with one’s destiny flow.

Apara-inu can be understood as the hidden chamber of the heart and mind where our deepest
values, motives, and intentions reside. While the Ori governs destiny and life path, Apara-inu
reveals how a person expresses that destiny through moral conduct (iwa). It is not merely the
surface personality; it is the spiritual and emotional substance that fuels thoughts, choices, and
reactions—especially when no one else is watching.

In the cultivation of lwa-Pélé (gentle, noble character), aligning the Apara-inu with Ori’s higher
purpose is crucial. Even if one’s outward life seems aligned, a corrupted Apara-Inu, filled with
greed, arrogance, or resentment, can lead to moral collapse and separation from one’s destined
blessings.

If we imagine Ori as the divine map, Apara-inu is the traveler’s inner compass. When that inner
compass is steady, filled with patience, empathy, and truth, the journey along destiny’s road
flows more smoothly. But when Apéra-Inu is clouded by selfish desires or harmful intent, even a
favorable destiny can be squandered. This is why Ifa emphasizes regular self-reflection, spiritual
cleansing, and humility to keep Apara-int in harmony with Ori.

In essence, Apara-Inu is the meeting point between divine purpose and human morality. Its
cultivation ensures that the blessings of Ori are not only received but used in ways that elevate
both the individual and the community. Without a well-guarded and purified Apara-Inu, even a
great destiny may bring little joy or fulfillment.
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What happens when a person fails Ayanmo (destiny)

In Yoruba belief, Ayanmo is the fixed core of destiny, but how we live within it shapes not only
our earthly experience but also our standing in the spiritual realm (Orun). When a person fails to
live up to their Ayanmo, or worse, uses their “free will” to commit evil acts, they create
imbalances that must be corrected, either in this life or after death.

Failing to live up to one's Ayanmd usually means neglecting the mission chosen before birth or
living in a way that contradicts the soul's higher purpose. This may happen through laziness, poor
character (iwa buburu), ignoring divine guidance, or repeatedly making choices that derail
spiritual progress.

In such cases, the effects can be felt immediately in life: repeated setbacks, unfulfilled potential,
or a sense of deep dissatisfaction. From the Ifa perspective, these are signs of Ori's disapproval,
the inner head withdrawing its support.

If the soul reaches the end of life without realigning, the consequences carry into Orun. There
may be a delay in reincarnation or a requirement to return to Ayé under more challenging
circumstances to finish the unfinished mission. Some souls may remain in a transitional state
(ajaka oku, "wandering dead") until the living ritually aid them through ancestor veneration or
corrective sacrifices.

Evil in Yoruba understanding is not just personal wrongdoing; it is any act that deliberately
disrupts cosmic balance (ibdsepo ayé ati orun), causes harm without just cause, or uses spiritual
power (ase) for destructive purposes.

Committing evil has consequences on multiple levels:

o Immediate: Loss of spiritual protection, attracting Ajogun (forces of misfortune) and other
harmful energies.

e Social: Loss of trust and standing in the community, leading to isolation or dishonor.

e Spiritual: In Orun, the soul must face ancestral and cosmic judgment, not in a Western
"heaven or hell" sense, but as an evaluation of how much damage was done to the web
of life.

Souls that commit grave evil may be barred from returning to their original place in Orun until
balance is restored. This can require multiple reincarnations, sometimes with ayanmo that is far
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more challenging, to counterbalance the harm caused. In some traditions, especially where
witchcraft (ajé) or sorcery is abused for destruction, such souls may be denied the honor of being
welcomed as revered ancestors (awon babd/lyd nld) until they have atoned through cycles of
service and restitution.

Ifa offers paths for correction while the person is still alive. Through divination, a Babalawo or
Iyanifa can reveal:

e What aspects of the mission have been neglected.

e What ebo (sacrifice) or iwa pélé (good character) actions can realign the Ori.

e How to cleanse the effects of harmful deeds before they harden into permanent
spiritual debts. In extreme cases of evil, spiritual cleansing and public restitution may be
necessary to repair both earthly and spiritual relationships.

In summary:

Failing to live up to Ayanmo leaves a spiritual debt that the soul must eventually repay, often
through a new incarnation with the same or heavier responsibilities. Committing evil adds
another layer of imbalance, sometimes delaying the soul's return to its original spiritual station
in Orun. However, Yoruba thought always leaves room for correction, atonement, and
restoration while life remains, because as long as the breath of Olédumare is within us, we can
realign with our Ori and fulfill the mission we came to complete.

Ipdko literally means “back of the head”. When talking about Ori (the spiritual head and destiny),
Yorub3a sometimes uses the word IJpdko to contrast with iwdju ori (“front of the head”):

e The front of the head represents awareness, vision, and moving forward with clarity.
o The back of the head can symbolize neglect, blind spots, or lagging behind one’s destiny
if the person is not consciously aligned with Ori.

In some teachings, Ifa warns against “showing Ori your back” (f'ori han ipdko), meaning to act
against your own divine purpose or to live without a proper moral compass (iwa-Pélg). In this
sense, Ipdko becomes a metaphor for turning away from the wisdom and guidance of your Ori.
In traditional Yoruba expressions, it can also be used metaphorically to talk about a person’s
stubbornness or failure to listen, as in “6 ni ipako ti” (“he/she is hard-headed” or “obstinate”).
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o “Ipako ré gbona” — literally “your back head is hot,” meaning “you are being defiant or
unreasonable.”

e “Ki Ori mi ma fiipako han mi” — “May my Ori not turn its back on me,” a prayer asking
for continuous alignment and blessings from one’s spiritual head.

Why do some people become victims of Evil Acts?

In Yorubd understanding, whether becoming the victim of an evil act is part of a person's Ayanmo
(fixed destiny) or the result of misalignment depends on the deeper spiritual context, something
only Ori and, through Ifa divination, can reveal.

Some life events, even painful ones, are embedded in the unchangeable core of destiny. Suppose
a harmful experience is part of Ayanma. In that case, it exists for a specific spiritual reason, often
as a test, a catalyst for growth, a karmic rebalancing from previous incarnations, or a way to
awaken the person to their spiritual purpose. In such cases, the event could not have been
avoided, even if the person were living in perfect alignment with their destiny. The focus is on
how the individual responds, using the experience to strengthen character (iwa péelé) and fulfill a
larger mission. Sometimes these events position a person to help others in the future who suffer
similar harm.

However, not all suffering is "destined." In most cases, becoming a victim of an evil act results
from misalignment with one's Ori. This can happen when spiritual discipline is neglected, taboos
(eéwo) are ignored, or life choices lead to being in the wrong place at the wrong time.
Misalignment weakens Ori's protection and makes a person more vulnerable to harmful forces,
including ajogun (forces of misfortune) and malicious human actions. In such instances, Ifa often
reveals preventive remedies, such as sacrifices (ebo), changes in behavior, or avoiding certain
people or environments, that could have averted the harm.

There is also a blended reality in which some events are partially fixed and partially flexible. In
these cases, destiny may contain the possibility of harm, but whether it actually occurs depends
on the person's alignment, character, and spiritual preparation. Good alignment with Ori and
adherence to Ifa guidance can transform or lessen the impact of a destined hardship.

When tragedy or harm occurs, Ifa divination is used to determine whether the event was a fixed
element of Ayanmo or the result of misalignment. It also offers steps for healing, protection, and
future prevention, as well as guidance on transforming the experience into a source of strength
and spiritual wisdom. In this way, Yoruba teaching shows that while some hardships are
unavoidable, others are preventable, and both can be approached in ways that preserve spiritual
balance and help fulfill the larger purpose of life.
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Prayer to Ori

Adura si Ori fan Itdsona nind Ayanmo Pélu iwa Pélé

(Prayer to the Ori for Guidance in Destiny with Good Character)
Mo juba o, Ori mi atata,
Oldye ninu gbogbo ara,

Elérii ti 6 wa nigba ti mo yan Akunléyan,
Elérii ti 6 fowd si Aktnlégba mi,
Elérii ti 6 seéto Ayanmo mi.

Ori mi, ma jé ki n siya si ipo rere mi,

Ma jé ki n jade kuro ni ona ti o yan fun mi.
Fin mi ni imolara lIati mo rere kiro ni buburq,
Fun mi ni sudru, itara, ati imolawabi ninu
gbogbo ise mi.

Kiiwa pélé mi lé si ilekun ire fun mi,

Ki o si sakéso mi ni gbogbo ona mi,

Ni 0jo ati alé, ni gbogbo igha ayé mi.

Ase.

English Translation:

| honor you, my noble Ori,

Chief among all my spiritual parts,

Witness present when | chose my Akunléyan,
Witness who sealed my Akunlégba,

Witness who set forth my Ayanmo.

My Ori, do not let me stray from my rightful place,

Do not let me depart from the path you have chosen for me.

Grant me discernment to know right from wrong,

Grant me patience, diligence, and noble character in all my actions.
May my gentle character open the gates of blessings for me,

And may you guide me in all my ways,

By day and by night, through all the seasons of my life.

Ase.

Note: You can say any prayer to your Ori in the language of your choice.
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